
 

Schoolwires FAQ 

 

What is Schoolwires? 

Schoolwires is the leading web authoring tool for school districts in our area 
and beyond. This short video will give you a peek at the practical way 
Schoolwires allows you to edit a page. 

What will be used for the Intranet and the Internet in CBSD? 

Schoolwires is the district approved software for hosting of the district, 
school and teacher sites. The internal Intranet, or the Portal, will continue to 
be hosted on SharePoint. The CBSD Intranet requires a login and is for the 
use of CB staff only.  

What is required to be on my Schoolwires site? 

We hope you will find the features of Schoolwires beneficial for your 
students. By the start of school, please have the following basic information 
posted on your home page: title, welcome message, contact information, 
curriculum links (k-6), and supply list/welcome letter (k-6). This will allow 
parents and students to acquire information in a consistent place from our 
schools.  

What are some features of Schoolwires that were not in SharePoint? 

There are many features that are similar in both websites. Schoolwires uses 
Apps that are user friendly. For a complete list of all of the Schoolwires 
Apps, please refer to the App and Page Types Help Card.   

Can videos be uploaded onto Schoolwires? 

Videos may be embedded in your site, but the video must be hosted on a 
source outside of Schoolwires, ie. Teacher Tube, Screencast..etc. Caution: 
YouTube and Vimeo are blocked for students in school so it is not 
recommended hosting videos on these sites.  
 

 

http://www.screencast.com/t/yszAQp7wRAMk


If I teach in multiple schools, do I need multiple sites? 

Teachers who teach in multiple buildings do not have to maintain a site in 
each school where they teach unless they choose to do so. Teachers who 
teach in multiple buildings can have a link to their home school site from all 
other school sites where they teach. Teachers should submit a HelpDesk 
request and designate their home school and which other schools a link 
needs to be added.  

If I use my team site, do I also have to use my teacher site? 

Yes. You should still have basic contact information on your teacher site. If 
you are using your team site, please link to it on your teacher site. 
Elementary teachers within a grade level may have one grade level site.  

How do we set the permissions for the team sites? 

All requests for team sites must be made to the IT Department by August 
1st via a HelpDesk request.  You can decide if you want one person as the 
editor or multiple people.  Please list your preferences in the work order. 

How much time will I be given to create my new site? 

Ample time will be given during the June staff development days to work on 
your sites. You will find that 4-6 hours will be allotted in June.  There will be 
summer workshops to support teachers as well as time in August dedicated 
to setting up your new site. 

Will the IT department transfer my site for me? 

The IT and Staff Development teams are ready to answer your questions in 
regards to how to use Schoolwires. The IT department is not able to transfer 
teacher sites from SharePoint. 

Are there any web site guidelines that I have to follow? 

Yes.  The guidelines can be found on the portal. 

 

 

 



What is the best way to move my Sharepoint site to Schoolwires?  

It is not recommended that you try to create an exact copy of your 
SharePoint site. You might want to start by setting up your site for the start 
of the 2013-14 school year and add to your new site as you learn more 
about the capabilities of Schoolwires.You can download all of your files from 
SharePoint. You should also make a folder for any images you use on 
SharePoint. Images cannot be copied and pasted to Schoolwires. Once 
SharePoint is turned off, images that are copied and pasted will become a 
red x.  

Am I allowed to link to external web sites? 

Links to sites or web pages not hosted by CBSD are permissible if they 
meet the following critera: 

a. Sites contain educational, curricular, professional or community 
related content that is relevant and in accordance with the core 
values and goals of the district.  

b. Terms of Service have been checked for age appropriateness 
and/or parental consent. 

c. Website owners have adhered to School Board Policy 913.1 
pertaining to Advertising in Schools.  
 

If I use Blackboard, why would I use Schoolwires? (7-12 Only) 

Blackboard is a Learning Management System (LMS)  that is closed to your 
class.  Schoolwires is open and will provide information that all staff, 
students and parents can access.  The district prefers that teachers not 
using the full features of the Blackboard LMS begin using Schoolwires for 
your website.  You will find that there are many tools that are easy to use in 
Schoolwires such as blogs, wikis and surveys.  The Blackboard LMS should 
be used only if your teaching requires features that cannot be performed in 
Schoolwires. 

 

 

 

 

 



Is the district going to continue using Blackboard? (7-12 Only) 

The district has committed to purchasing Blackboard only for high school 
teachers who wish to use the advanced features of this LMS. High school 
teachers who use features in Blackboard that are also included in 
Schoolwires will be using Schoolwires rather than a separate learning 
management program.  

Blackboard is no longer an option for middle school teachers because the 
features of Schoolwires will be sufficient in most cases. For teachers in 
middle school requiring tools that cannot be performed in Schoolwires, such 
as a drop box, the district offers several options. One option that is already 
available is Course Sites. This is a free version of Blackboard that can import 
your current site. For more information please contact jjaffe@cbsd.org. 
Schoolwires also offers a “Blackboard-like” learning management program 
called Nimbus. Over the next year, we will be making Nimbus available to 
middle school teachers who are interested.   

Can I put pictures on my website? 

Yes, however, pictures must be optimized for web pages. Pictures that are 
not properly sized will cause your web page to load slowly and frustrate your 
site visitors. Pictures from a digital camera are of very high quality but that 
means the file size and dimensions are very large. Before uploading your 
pictures to your website, follow these best practices: 

1. Give your picture a meaningful name. Change it from the default name 
assigned by your digital camera. For example: Camera file name might be: 
DSC_0123.jpg. Change it to what it is a picture of, i.e. Students_Skyping.jpg 

2. Compress and resize your picture by using an online tool called “Image 
Optimizer”. Please set file dimensions to be approximately 600 px wide by 
400 px high. (Slightly more or less is fine). http://resize.it/ is another good 
tool for this. 

 

 


